
EMT INITIAL CERTIFICATION 
REQUIREMENTS



EMT INITIAL REQUIREMENTS

 Initial EMT certification 
requires several 
elements submitted 
online
 Once submitted, 

processing may take 4-6 
weeks
 No in-person or same-

day service available

 Application elements:
 Passport-style photograph 

(optional)
 Photo ID
 NREMT Card (current)
 Course completion 

certificate
 CPR card
 Live Scan submission
 Online application
 Fee submission



PASSPORT-STYLE PHOTOGRAPH

 Professional 
appearance
 Vacation/casual pictures 

will be rejected

 Photograph will appear 
on your LEMSIS eCard
 Optional, eCard will still 

display without photo

Example Name
EMT

E99999



DRIVER’S LICENSE/PHOTO ID

 California Driver’s 
License preferred
 Any government-issued 

photo ID acceptable



NREMT CARD

 Card only
 Not letter
 Not patch



COURSE COMPLETION 
CERTIFICATE

 Recognized EMT 
training program
 Certificate good for 2 

years
 Recognized EMT 

programs can be located 
at the California EMSA 
website: 
https://emsa.ca.gov/



CPR CARD

 Must be for the BLS 
Provider, Healthcare 
Provider or 
Professional Rescuer 
level

 Must include in-person 
skills test
 All-online CPR cards are 

NOT accepted



CPR CARD

 CPR for lay public not 

accepted 

 These courses are titled 

Heartsaver, 

CPR/AED/First aid, or 

the like



LIVE SCAN

 Complete Live Scan

 Use CoSD Live Scan 
form
 sandiegocountyEMS.com

 Go to: Certification and 
Accreditation tab > EMT 
Initial 

 Submit early
 Up to 6 week delay



APPLICATION

 Create your LEMSIS 
account
 Provide your contact 

information 
 Once all of your 

materials are ready, log 
in and select EMT or 
AEMT Initial Application



WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

 Complete and submit 
your application 
 Sign the application 

using your login info
 Pay the certification fee
 Choose ‘Checkout’ to 

submit payment
 Credit card is fastest
 Mailed checks are accepted

 No in-person fee submission



WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

 Your application will be processed in the 
order it was received

 An EMS Credentialing Unit staff 
member will review your application and 
issue your California State certification

 Your EMT eCard will be available on 
CoSD LEMSIS.

 Your California EMT card will arrive in 
the mail in 3-8 weeks



POINTS TO KEEP IN MIND:

 Prepare your documents on the computer you will use before you begin 
your application.

 You will upload documents as requested during the application process.

 The program works best in Chrome.

 Avoid using Safari.

 Avoid using a mobile device to complete the application. 

 Don’t forget to complete checkout after completing your application.

 Applications without required fees are not reviewed.

 Monitor your email regularly for correspondence from EMS Credentialing 
staff. 

 Be aware when using a work email address in your profile, LEMSIS 
correspondence may go to spam or be filtered out. 
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