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Reference List 
This list provides the information necessary to identify and retrieve each source used in a research 

paper. Examples of how to cite selected resources are listed below.  If a source is not listed, or if you 

need further assistance, consult the Reference Librarian; or the Publication Manual of the American 

Psychological Association - Reference BF76.7 P83 2010 (pages 180-215 for Reference List). 

Basic Rules 

• Spacing: All APA citations should be double spaced. 

• Order: Entries should be arranged in alphabetical order by authors' last names. Sources without 

authors are arranged alphabetically by title within the list.  

• Authors: Invert all author’s names and use initials instead of first and middle names. Use an 

ampersand (&) instead of the word "and" when listing multiple authors of a single work. For works 

with more than six authors, use “et al.” after the sixth author’s name. 

• Titles: Capitalize only the first word of a title or subtitle, and any proper names that are part of a 

title EXCEPT for journal titles. Capitalize all major words in journal titles. Use italics in your titles.  

• Date: Place the date of publication in parentheses immediately after the last author’s name.  

• Pagination: Use abbreviation “p.” (or “pp.” for plural) before page numbers of newspaper articles 

and works in anthologies but do not use it before page numbers of articles appearing in magazines 

and scholarly journals.  

• Indentation: The first line of the entry is flush with the left margin, and all subsequent lines are 

indented (5 to 7 spaces) to form a "hanging indent".  

• Internet Address: A stable Internet address should be included and should direct the reader as 

close as possible to the actual work. If the work has a digital object identifier (DOI), use this. If there 

is no DOI use a stable URL. If the URL is not stable, as is often the case with online newspapers and 

some subscription-based databases, use the home page of the site you retrieved the work from.  

 

Books, Reference Books, and Book Chapters (Publication Manual, Chapter 7.02) 

 

General guidelines for an entire book: 

     Author, A.A. (1967). Title of work. Location: Publisher. 

     Author, A.A. (1967). Title of work. Retrieved from http://wwww.xxxxx.xxx 

     Author, A.A. (2006). Title of work. doi:xxxxx 

     Editor, A.A. (Ed.) (1986). Title of work. Location: Publisher. 

 

ONE AUTHOR 

 

Bergen, D. (2001). Educating and caring for very young children: The infant/toddler 

curriculum. New York: Teachers College Press. 
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UNKNOWN AUTHOR 

 

The Best rock songs ever. (1991). Milwaukee, WI: Hal Leonard Pub. Corp. 

 

SIX OR FEWER AUTHORS 

 

Caplow, T., Bahr, H. M., Chadwick, B. A., Hill, R., & Williamson, M. H. (1982).  Middletown 

families: Fifty years of change and continuity. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 

Press. 

 

SEVEN OR MORE AUTHORS 

 

Davis, N. T., Vess, R. Q., Smith K., Gustafson, D., McGee, A. H., Hammond, M., et al.  (2002). 

Information rock stars: Librarians and their groupies. New York: Columbia University 

Press. 

 

CORPORATE AUTHORS (When the author is an organization, the publisher is often the same 

organization.  In such a case, give the publisher's name as "Author.") 

 

World Bank. (2004). Gender and development in the Middle East and North Africa: women in the public 

sphere. Washington, DC: Author. 

 

EDITORS 

 

Fox, R. W., & Lears, T. J. J. (Eds.). (1993). The power of culture: Critical essays in American 

history. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 

TRANSLATION 

 

Miller, A. (1990). The untouched key: Tracing childhood trauma in creativity and 

destructiveness. (H. Hannum & H. Hannum, Trans.). New York: Doubleday. (Original 

work published 1988). 

 

EDITION OTHER THAN THE FIRST 

 

Cavanaugh, J. C. (2001). Adult development and aging (4
th

 ed.).  Pacific Grove, CA: 

Brooks/Cole. 

 

ELECTRONIC VERSION OF PRINT BOOK 

 

Shotton, M.A. (1989). Computer addiction? A study of computer dependency. [DX Reader 

version]. Retrieved from http://www.ebookstore.tandf.co.uk/html/index.asap 
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ELECTRONIC-ONLY BOOK 

 

O’Keefe, E. (n.d.). Egoism & the crisis in Western values. Retrieved from 

http://www.onlineoriginals.com/showitem.asp?itemID=135 

 

CHAPTER IN AN EDITED BOOK 

 

Ochs, E., & Schiefelin, B. (1984). Language acquisition and socialization: Three 

developmental stories. In R. Schweder and R. Levine (Eds.), Cultural theory: Essays in 

mind, self, and emotion (pp. 276-320). New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 

ENTRY IN AN ENCYLOPEDIA 

 

Bergmann, P. G. (1993). Relativity. In The new encyclopaedia Britannica (Vol. 26, pp. 501-

508). Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

 

 

Periodicals (Publication Manual 7.01) 

 

Article from a Database 

When referencing material obtained from an online database (such as a database in the library), 

provide appropriate print citation information (formatted just like a "normal" print citation would be 

for that type of work). This will allow people to retrieve the print version if they do not have access to 

the database from which you retrieved the article. For articles that are easily located, do not provide 

database information. If the article is difficult to locate, then you can provide database information. 

Only use retrieval dates if the source could change, such as Wikis. 

Online Scholarly Journal Article 

Since online materials can potentially change URL's, APA recommends providing a Digital Object 

Identifier (DOI), when it is available, as opposed to the URL. DOI's are an attempt to provide stable, 

long-lasting links for online articles. They are unique to their documents and consist of a long 

alphanumeric code. Many-but not all-publishers will provide an article's DOI on the first page of the 

document. 

If the article appears as a printed version as well, the URL is not required. Use "Electronic version" in 

brackets after the article's title. 

 

General reference form: 

 

Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, xx,pp-pp. 

doi:xx.xxxxxxxxxx  

 

JOURNAL ARTICLE WITH DOI 

 

Shain, R. (2009). The Re(public) of salsa: Afro-Cuban music in the fin-de-siècle Dakar. Africa, 79(2), 186-

206. doi:10.3366/E0001972009000680. 
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ARTICLE WITHOUT DOI 

 

Greenberg, D., & Lackey, J. (2006). The Importance of Adult Literacy Issues in Social Work Practice. 

Social Work, 51(2), 177-179. Retrieved from http://web.ebscohost.com 

 

ARTICLE IN A JOURNAL PAGINATED BY ISSUE 

 

Searle, J. (1990). Is the brain a digital computer? Proceedings of the American Philosophical 

Association, 64 (3), 21-37. 

 

ARTICLE IN A MAGAZINE 

 

Jamison, K. R. (1995, February).  Manic-depressive illness and creativity. Scientific American, 

272, 62-67. 

 

ARTICLE IN A DAILY NEWSPAPER If the article was found through the newspaper's website, include 

"Retrieved from" and the URL of the home page. (Publication Manual, 7.01.11) 

McGrory, B. (1995, May 23). Pathways to college.  The Boston Globe, pp. 1, 12-13. 

 

Internet Message Boards, Electronic Mailing Lists, and Other Online Communities 

(Publication Manual 7.11) 

 

WEBSITE 

Contributors' names (Last edited date). Title of resource. Retrieved from http://Web address 

 

Angeli, E., Wagner, J., Lawrick E., Moore, K., Anderson, M., Soderland, L. & Brizee, A.  (2010, May 8). 

General format. Retrieved from http://ow.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01 

 

BLOG 

 

Dean, J. (2008, May 7). When the self emerges: Is that me in the mirror? Message posted to 

http://www.spring.org.uk/the1sttransport. (2004, September 26). Psychology Video Blog #3 

[Video File]. Video posted to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqM90eQi5-M 

 

Audiovisual Media (Publication Manual,  7.07) 

VIDEO 

American Psychological Association. (Producer). (2000). Responding therapeutically to patient 

expressions of sexual attraction. [DVD] Available from http://www.apa.org/videos/ 

 

PODCAST 

 

Bell, T. & Phillips, T. (2008, May 6). A solar flare. Science @ NASA Podcast. Podcast retrieved from 

http://science.nasa.gov/podcast.htm 


