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"._5« Gl Hands-On Workshops for Teaching Online

The Spring 2026 pre-semester HOW TO Academy is your time to learn about Canvas and explore new-
to-you technology. All sessions will be virtual, held in SWC’s DE Zoom Room. Flex credit is available for
all sessions except open labs. Please join us!

Monday, January 26

VoiceThread Initial Training
9:00 - 11:00 | Fredo Herrera

Use VoiceThread to create engaging discussions that integrate a mix of audio, video, and text comments.
Discussions can be centered around images, slides, or even videos, and participants can use digital pencils to
annotate. We'll experience VoiceThread from the student perspective and then walk through how to create,
share, and assess VoiceThread activities in Canvas. You'll learn how to ensure accessibility as well, including
connecting to our captioning service for seamless captioning requests. VoiceThread is only installed into Canvas
courses for trained instructors; participants who complete this training and setup session will be able to start
using VoiceThread right away. Hurdle credit is available!

Canvas Basics |
12:00 - 1:30 | Susan Yonker

Learn about some of the great things you can do with Canvas! We’'ll take a tour of the Canvas interface, explore
key tools and course settings, and start creating content.

Tuesday, January 27

Canvas Basics |
10:00 - 11:30 | Susan Yonker

Learn how to send announcements and messages to students, upload your syllabus, create modules and
pages to house course content, and use the gradebook. You'll also try out discussions, quizzes, and
assignments to determine which assessments are a good fit for your course.

Canvas Pages & Modules
12:00 - 1:00 | Susan Yonker

Use the Rich Content Editor to create beautiful, accessible, and even interactive Canvas pages, and learn how to
use modules and module requirements to facilitate learning and engagement.

Canvas Course Refresh
1:30 - 2:30 | Tracy Schaelen & Susan Yonker

Is your Canvas course feeling a little stale? Would you like to make sure you have the most up-to-date info in your
orientation module? Maybe you're ready to remodel your home page? We've got you covered! During this hands-
on session, you will have the opportunity to make small changes that will have a big impact, especially for courses
you've been teaching for a while.


https://swccd-edu.zoom.us/my/swctrain

WeVideo (formerly PlayPosit) Q & A

2:30 - 3:00 | Fredo Herrera

PlayPosit is now WeVideo. The migration introduced some enhanced features along with a slight redesign of the
user interface. This training session provides an opportunity for participants who attended TechConnect’s
WeVideo webinar to ask questions and review the workflow together. We’'ll also demonstrate how to access

data from past assignments. If you are an avid PlayPosit user, make sure you attend TechConnect’s WeVideo
webinar as well.

Open Lab
3:00 - 4:00 | OLC Team

Drop into the DE Zoom Room to get your pre-semester questions answered about Canvas, instructional design,
tech tools, and more!

Wednesday, January 28

Accessible by Design
11:30 - 12:30 | Susan Yonker

Accessible course content is essential not only to comply with the law but to make all students feel welcome and
supported, including those who may never disclose their disability. Certain content design elements appear
across formats, from Canvas pages to PowerPoint presentations. Learn how to identify these elements and make
them accessible as efficiently as possible.

Pope Tech for Accessibility

1:00 - 2:30 | Fredo Herrera & Susan Yonker

Learn how to use a pair of powerful tools to improve the accessibility of your courses in Canvas. We will
demonstrate how to use the Accessibility Dashboard to scan your courses for accessibility and generate

interactive reports to help make your courses perceivable, operable, understandable, and robust (POUR). Then,
we will show you how to use the report to go directly to your Canvas content and easily fix any issues.

Accessibility Lab
3:30 - 4:30 | Online Learning Center (OLC) Team

Drop into the DE Zoom Room to get individualized support for making your courses accessible!

Thursday, January 29

Interaction Options
10:00 - 11:00 | OLC Team

Looking to add some sparkle to your online course discussions? Look no further! Attend this session for a sneak
peek at options for Regular and Substantive Interaction (RSI), including Padlet, Perusall, Pronto, and
VoiceThread. We will also demo tools in Canvas Discussions that can liven up the traditional discussion
experience.

Pronto for Canvas Communication
1:00 - 2:00 | Sydney Dutson

Pronto is a powerful messaging platform that integrates into Canvas for easy, media-rich class communication in
a space that feels intuitive and humanized. Pronto supports Regular and Substantive Interaction (RSI) by
facilitating class conversations, language translation, faculty sharing, group work, and impromptu study groups. It
can be accessed from Canvas as well as mobile and desktop apps. Join this session to learn more! We'll show you
the basics of using Pronto and explore how it can take student engagement to the next level.


https://swccd-edu.zoom.us/my/swctrain
https://swccd-edu.zoom.us/my/swctrain

Emerging Video Tools
2:30 - 3:30 | Fredo Herrera, Brian Palmiter, & Susan Yonker

Take your instructional videos to the next level with free, easy to use video tools. As an SWC employee, you have
access to Adobe Express, Google Vids, and Notebook LM. In this training, we'll explore three video creation tools
that make producing instructional content easier than ever. Adobe Express offers intuitive drag-and-drop editing
and template libraries to quickly create engaging content. Google Vids brings Al assisted storyboarding, making it
easy to create videos from lecture notes. Notebook LM can automatically convert your documents and readings
into video overviews.

Open Lab
3:30-4:30| OLC Team

Drop into the DE Zoom Room to get your pre-semester questions answered about Canvas, instructional design,
tech tools, and more!

How To Attend HOW TO

Sessions: Please register in Cornerstone, and use this link to join us a few minutes before the start time:
https://swccd-edu.zoom.us/my/swctrain. To call into the meeting via phone (toll charge): +1 669 900 6833 (US
toll) or +1 646 876 9923 (US toll); meeting ID: 448 362 9567.

e Please enter the Zoom waiting room with your full name (first and last) so you can be admitted into the
meeting and attendance can be recorded for Flex credit.

e Torequest live captioning or interpretive services, please contact your department at least 5 business
days in advance of a session, and please notify onlinelearning@swccd.edu so we can admit the service
provider to the session and make any necessary arrangements.

Open Labs: Registration is not required for these drop-in labs, and Flex credit is not available. Come for five
minutes or the whole hour—the choice is yours.

Canvas Support
Get your questions answered around the clock! Check the Help menu in Canvas for:
v 24/7 Phone Support (faculty only)
v' 24/7 Live Chat with Canvas Support
v' Canvas Support Center for instructions and videos on a wide range of Canvas topics.
v

Faculty Resources Hub, our own faculty resource site, to find SWC-specific training videos, guides,
and other great resources, including Canvas Essentials.


https://swccd-edu.zoom.us/my/swctrain
https://swccd-edu.zoom.us/my/swctrain
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