
Figure 1
Lifetime Reports of Tactics Experienced by Female Stalking Victims, National Intimate 
Partner and Sexual Violence Survey, 2016/2017 Average Annual Estimates

Tactics: 1

Unwanted phone calls 
Approached or showed up

Followed and watched
Unwanted texts, photos, emails through social media

Unwanted cards, letters, f lowers, presents
Sneaked into home or car

Used GPS to monitor or track
Left strange items

Used technology to spy

Other Experiences:
Felt fearful, threatened, or concerned for safety 2 

Threatened with physical harm 2
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60.0%
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13.9%
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68.5%

1	 Estimates include all tactics initially reported by those who met the criteria for stalking victimization. Therefore, these estimates may include tactics that were perpetrated by a stalker 
or someone else who ultimately did not meet criteria to be a stalker.

2	 This was asked as a follow-up question to respondents identified as possible stalking victims. Respondents must have answered “yes” to one of these two experiences to be classified 
as a stalking victim.

Male Victims

In their lifetime, three-quarters of male stalking 
victims (75.3%) reported receiving unwanted phone 
calls; more than half received unwanted texts, photos, 
and emails through social media (60.7%); about one-
half were approached (49.3%); and more than one-

third were followed and watched (36.0%). Most male 
victims (70.0%) felt fearful, threatened, or concerned 
for their safety due to the perpetrator’s behavior, and 
more than three-quarters (79.7%) were threatened 
with physical harm (Figure 2 and Table 5).

Figure 2
Lifetime Reports of Tactics Experienced by Male Stalking Victims, National Intimate Partner 
and Sexual Violence Survey, 2016/2017 Average Annual Estimates

Tactics: 1

Unwanted phone calls
Unwanted texts, photos, emails through social media 

Approached or showed up
Followed and watched

Sneaked into home or car
Used GPS to monitor or track

Left strange items
Unwanted cards, letters, f lowers, presents

Used technology to spy

Other Experiences:
Threatened with physical harm 2

Felt fearful, threatened, or concerned for safety 2

75.3%
60.7%

49.3%
36.0%

21.3%
20.5%

16.2%
15.7%

11.7%

79.7%
70.0%

1	 Estimates include all tactics initially reported by those who met the criteria for stalking victimization. Therefore, these estimates may include tactics that were perpetrated by a stalker 
or someone else who ultimately did not meet criteria to be a stalker.

2	 This was asked as a follow-up question to respondents identified as possible stalking victims. Respondents must have answered “yes” to one of these two experiences to be 
classified as a stalking victim.
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