
CALIFORNIA DREAM ACT  

 

How to apply for the BOGFW once you have applied for SWC admissions 

and for the CA Dream Act application:  

 

 

 

 

 

How to apply for Cal Grants:  

 

 

          

     

 

 

Note: HS Seniors and 1st year SWC students must have their GPAs verified by their high 

schools.  

 

 

Step 1: Update 

your residency 

to AB540 with 

Admissions & 

Records. 

Step 2: 

Complete a 

BOGFW 

application on 

our financial 

aid website.  

 

Step 1: 

Complete a CA 

Dream Act 

application by 

March 2nd.  

Step 2: Submit 

a NON–SSN 

GPA 

verification 

form to CSAC 

by March 2nd.  

 

Step 3: Update 

your residency 

to AB540 with 

Admissions & 

Records. 

Step 4: 

Confirm your 

HS Graduation 

Date on your 

Webgrants 

account. 

 

Step 5: Look 

for pending 

documents on 

your 

Webadvisor (if 

any). 

https://embed.financialaidtv.com/cms/embed/video/9706?iid=34089&hd=1


CA Dream Act Application: Click on icon below: https://dream.csac.ca.gov/ 

 

 

 

Description: 

The California Dream Act of 2011 became law through the passage of Assembly Bill AB 130 and AB 

131.It allows AB540 students to apply for and receive several types of financial aid, including: 

 Board of Governors' Fee Waiver (BOGFW)  

 State financial aid, such as CalGrants and Chafee Grants  

 Assistance from EOPS or CARE  

 Private and institutionally-funded scholarships  

To qualify as an AB540 student and be eligible for be eligible for Dream Act, AB130 and AB131 benefits, 

students must: 

 Have attended a California high school for a minimum of three years.  

 Graduate from a California high school or pass the California High School Proficiency Exam 

(CHSPE) or get a General Equivalency Diploma (GED, also called General Educational 

Development test).  

 Enroll in an accredited California institution of higher education.  

 In the case of students without legal immigration status, fill out an affidavit stating that they have 

filed or will file an application to legalize their immigration status as soon as they are eligible to do 

so.  

 To get a Cal Grant, students must also meet all other Cal Grant eligibility criteria. For additional 

information on Cal Grant eligibility, click here.  

If you have questions regarding whether or not you qualify for AB540 status, please go to the 

Admissions office or click here for their AB540 webpage. If you are already an AB540 student and 

have questions about your California Dream Act Application or eligibility, please contact the 

Financial Aid Office.  

 

Click here to access the California Student Aid Commission's California Dream Act webpage, 

which has extensive resources for students and parents, including worksheets, tutorials, forms, 

and application resources. Many are available in English and Spanish. 

  

 

https://dream.csac.ca.gov/
http://swccd.edu/index.aspx?page=1081
http://swccd.edu/index.aspx?page=285
http://www.csac.ca.gov/dream_act.asp


BOG Fee Waiver Information – Kathy Abara , email: kabara@swccd.edu 

Cal Grant Information – Claudia Gaitan, email: cgaitan@swccd.edu  
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