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AB – 481 Compliance Inventory
SUMMARY

Assembly Bill 481 (AB 481), the Law Enforcement and State Agencies Military Equipment Funding, Acquisition and Use Act, was signed into law and became effective on January 1, 2022. AB 481 requires law enforcement agencies to obtain approval from their governing bodies before purchasing, raising funds for, or acquiring military equipment, by any means, including surplus military equipment from the federal government. 
Law enforcement agencies are also required to seek governing body approval before collaborating with another law enforcement agency in the deployment or use of military equipment within the governing body's territorial jurisdiction or before using any new military equipment for a purpose, in a manner, or by a person not previously approved by the governing body. 
The Act defines the governing body as “the elected body that oversees a law enforcement agency or, if there is no elected body that directly oversees the law enforcement agency, the appointed body that oversees a law enforcement agency. In the case of a law enforcement agency of a county, including a sheriff’s department or a district attorney’s office, “governing body” means the board of supervisors of the county.” 
The law defines the governing body as “the elected body that oversees a law enforcement agency or, if there is no elected body that directly oversees the law enforcement agency, the appointed body that oversees the law enforcement agency.” For the Southwestern Community College Police Department, the governing body is the Governing Board of Southwestern College.
AB 481 also requires the submission of an annual military equipment report to the Governing Board of Southwestern College.

ANALYSIS

The Southwestern Community College Police Department retains and employs various equipment that falls within AB 481’s definition of “military equipment.”  The equipment is maintained and in place, so the Southwestern Community College Police Department can safely achieve its mission to safeguard and protect the communities on all Southwestern Community College District campuses and properties. 

The mere possession of this equipment does not warrant its use for every incident, nor has the department been recently accused or in the past of indiscriminate use of these types of equipment. 

The department recognizes that critical incidents are unpredictable, often fluid and dynamic in nature. The department prides itself on its training, use of best practices, and forward-thinking in technology and the tools it acquires and utilizes in its mission for the safety of its personnel and the safety of community members and visitors alike. 
The use of all equipment, not just “military equipment," is predicated on the mission of the department, policy, training, law, the safety of our officers, and the safety of our communities. Officers and incident commanders alike are influenced by the totality of the circumstances, public safety, civil rights and all available information at the time of a critical incident or disaster and the desire to bring that incident to a safe resolution. 
The need for patrol rifles and less-lethal weapons by college police on a campus is grounded in the mission of protecting students, faculty, and staff in the face of potential life-threatening situations. Both patrol rifles and less-lethal weapons serve distinct purposes in ensuring the safety of the campus community and are critical tools when appropriately deployed

Assembly Bill 481
AB-481 is intended to increase transparency, accountability, and oversight surrounding the acquisition and use of military equipment by state and local law enforcement. 
AB 481 also speaks to the acquisition of military equipment by any means, including the 1033 Federal Surplus Property Program and the purchase of miliary equipment  using grants or Southwestern College Police funding. The Southwestern College Police Department does not participate in, nor has it acquired equipment under the 1033 Federal Surplus Property Program.  
Military equipment – Includes but is not limited to the following:
• Unmanned, remotely piloted, powered aerial or ground vehicles. 

• Mine-resistant ambush-protected (MRAP) vehicles or armored personnel carriers. 
• High mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicles (HMMWV), two-and-one-half-ton trucks, five-ton trucks, or wheeled vehicles that have a breaching or entry apparatus attached.

 • Tracked armored vehicles that provide ballistic protection to their occupants. 

• Command and control vehicles that are either built or modified to facilitate the operational control and direction of public safety units. 

• Weaponized aircraft, vessels, or vehicles of any kind. 

• Battering rams, slugs, and breaching apparatuses that are explosive in nature. This does not include a handheld, one-person ram. 

• Firearms and ammunition of .50 caliber or greater, excluding standard-issue shotguns and standard-issue shotgun ammunition. 

• Specialized firearms and ammunition of less than .50 caliber, including firearms and accessories identified as assault weapons in Penal Code § 30510 and Penal Code § 30515, with the exception of standard-issue firearms. 

• Any firearm or firearm accessory that is designed to launch explosive projectiles.

 • Noise-flash diversionary devices and explosive breaching tools. 

• Munitions containing tear gas or OC, excluding standard, service-issued handheld pepper spray. 

• Area denial electroshock devices, microwave weapons, water cannons, long-range acoustic devices (LRADs), acoustic hailing devices, and sound cannons. 

• Kinetic energy weapons and munitions. 

• Any other equipment as determined by a governing body or a state agency to require additional oversight
	Description
	Remington 870 Shotgun-Less Lethal Munition Designated. Orange synthetic stock

	Quantity
	4

	Capability
	Deliveries of Less Lethal kinetic energy munitions

	Lifespan
	Varies by use

	Purpose
	Deployment of less lethal munitions at close to intermediate range.  The less lethal munitions may be used as an option to de-escalate a potentially dangerous/deadly situation, with a reduced potential for death or serious injury to all personals involved

	Training Required
	SWC PD requires officers to be trained in using this equipment prior  to use.  Additionally, all members that operate Less-Lethal Devices  are required to pass a qualification course and participate in annual in-service training. 

	Authorized Uses
	Department personnel trained and qualified in its use.  

	Fiscal Impact
	Initial Cost: Approx each $610.62
Recurring Cost: N/A Maintenance

Funding Source: Dept budget


	Description
	Defense Technology 40mm Less-Lethal Launcher

	Quantity
	1

	Capability
	Single shot Less lethal launcher that fires non-lethal sponge rounds.  Projectiles provide blunt impact or/and OC effects. 

	Lifespan
	Varies

	Purpose
	40mm launcher and munitions are utilized by department personnel as a less-lethal tool to deploy less-lethal impact munitions. The less-lethal munitions may be used as an option to deescalate a potentially dangerous/deadly situation, with a reduced potential for death or serious injury to all persons involved. The 40mm may be deployed to impact subjects who demonstrate assaultive or life-threatening behavior.  The use allows officers to address a threat from a greater distance and provides a less lethal force option, when appropriate.

	Training Required
	SWC PD requires officers to be trained in using this equipment prior  to use.  Additionally, all members that operate Less-Lethal Devices  are required to pass a qualification course and participate in annual in-service training.

	Authorized Users
	Department personnel trained and qualified in its use.  

	Fiscal Impact
	Initial Cost: Approx $1,300
Recurring Cost: N/A Maintenance 

Funding Source: Dept Budget


	Description
	PepperBall Launchers 

	Quantity
	5 – SA-200 Launcher 
1 – Tac SF Launcher
1 – FTC Launcher

	Capability
	NON-LETHAL chemical agent delivery system that uses high pressure air, large capacity hoppers, to deliver PAVA powder projectiles from a safe distance.   Combines chemical agent exposure with kinetic impact.  Effective on individuals as well as large groups of people for riot and crowd control

	Lifespan
	Varies

	Purpose
	Delivers non-lethal chemical agents.  Allows officers to maximize time and distance to ensure safety, and to assist in de-escalation and gaining compliance without injury to person or officer.  

	Training Required
	SWC PD requires officers to be trained in using this equipment prior  to use.  Additionally, all members that operate Less-Lethal Devices  are required to pass a qualification course and participate in annual in-service training.

	Authorized Users
	Department personnel trained and qualified in its use.  

	Fiscal Impact
	Initial Cost: Approx for each $600
Recurring Cost: N/A Maintenance

Funding Source: Dept Budget


	Description
	AR-15 Patrol Rifles

	Quantity
	6 – Rock River Arms 

1 – Colt EPR

	Capability
	Patrol rifles outperform handguns providing a higher degree of accuracy over longer distances. Rifle rounds also are effective against soft-body armor. 

	Lifespan
	Varies

	Purpose
	Officers may deploy the patrol rifle in any circumstance where the member can articulate a reasonable expectation that the rifle may be needed. Examples of some general guidelines for deploying the patrol rifle may include, but are not limited to: 

a. Situations where the member reasonably anticipates an armed encounter.

b. When a member is faced with a situation that may require accurate and effective fire at long range.

c. Situations where a member reasonably expects the need to meet or exceed a suspect's firepower.

d. When a member reasonably believes that there may be a need to fire on a barricaded person or a person with a hostage.

e. When a member reasonably believes that a suspect may be wearing body armor.

f. When authorized or requested by a supervisor.

Policy 325.3.3

	Training Required
	Officers are required to complete the POST certified 24-hour course before they can use a patrol rifle.

	Authorized Users
	Officer who have completed the required POST course and pass quarterly department qualifications.

	Fiscal Impact
	Initial Cost: Approx $1,100 per patrol rifle

Recurring Cost: N/A Maintenance

Funding Source: Dept Budget


	Description
	Remington 870 Breacher Shotgun

	Quantity
	1

	Capability
	The breaching shotgun is a specially modified, pump action shotgun designed to breach locked doors. The weapon fires frangible breaching ammo that is designed to quickly break into very small pieces upon impact. This behavior reduces penetration and increases damage upon impact with hard surfaces.

	Purpose
	Breach doors during  for barricaded subjects or active shooters situations. 

	Training Required
	SWC PD requires officers to be trained in using this equipment prior  to use.  Additionally, all members that operate are required to pass a qualification course and participate in annual in-service training.

	Authorized Users
	Department personnel trained and qualified in its use.  

	Fiscal Impact
	Initial Cost: Approx $1,100

Recurring Cost: N/A Maintenance

Funding Source: Dept Budget


ANNUAL REPORT
1. Usage and Purpose Use

The Southwestern College Police Department (SWCPD) did not have any cases involving the deployment of the categorized military equipment so far for 2025 calendar year.
2. Complaints or Concerns
The SWCPD received no complaints or concerns reported to the SWCPD about the designated equipment so far for the 2025 calendar year.

3. Internal Audits

There have been no deployments of military equipment, and as such there have been no resulting expenses so far for the 2025 calendar year. 

4. Total Costs

Inspection of equipment and training are critical components of maintaining operational readiness.  Annual costs include staff time for training to comply with legal/policy requirements, consumables(ex: ammunition, targets). And any normal maintenance or repairs needed to maintain operational readiness of the equipment.  Costs are approximate and all costs associated with training and deployment of identified military equipment is funded through the SWCPD budget general funds.  



